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PROCLAMATION NO 58/2006
THE REVISED PROCLAMATION OF THE
RENISHANGUL GUMUZ REGIONAL
COURTS

WHEREAS, In the Federal Democratic
Republic of State and the Regions;
Judicial power is vested in both Federal
state and the regions;

WHEREAS, it is found necessary to
revise proclamation No 4/1997.which
defines the powers and duties of the
regional courts in conformity with the
2002 Revised Constitution of the
regional.

Now, THERE FORE, In accordance with
Article 49(1) and 3(3.1) of the revised
constitution ~ of  Beneshangul ~ Gumuz
Regional state, it is here by proclaimed as

follows:
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. “Court” shall

PART ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS
1. Short Title
This proclamation may be cited as "The
Revised Benishangul Gumuz
Courts
58/2006"

2. Definitions

Regional

Establishment proclamation No

In this proclamation, unless the context
requires other wise:

mean district, high and
supreme courts established under the
Gumuz

auspices of the Benishangul

Regional state.

. “Judge” shall mean a judge appointed in

accordance with the judicial

administration commission and includes

an acting judge.

. “Council” shall mean the Council of the

Benishangul Gumuz Regional state.

. “State” shall mean the Benishangul Gumuz

Regional state.

“Region” shall means the Benishangul
Gumuz Region

“Commission” shall mean the judicial
Administration ~ Commission ~ of  the

Region.
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3. Objectives

To secure respect for human rights,
freedoms and interests provided in the
federal and regional constitutions and in
other laws.

To cause the prevalence of law and order
as well as peace and justice in the region.
4. Establishment

Based on Federal constitution and
pursuant to the provisions of Regional
constitution Article 49(1) and 3(3.1) the

following courts have established:
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1) The highest court in the
after the

region is (here
supreme court).
2) The regional state court
3) The regional state lower court
(hereafter” the woreda court”).

(hereafter “the woreda court”).
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2. Regional court shall have

4. Except

PART TWO
Common Jurisdiction of the Regional

court

5. Principle

1. Regional court shall have jurisdiction over

regional matters except those expressly
reserved to Federal courts.

jurisdiction
over matters falling under federal courts

jurisdiction up on delegation.

3. Regional court shall have the power to

rue out any administrative  action
decision or order which contravenes with
the Regional Constitution.

Civil and penal laws as well as their
procedures and other relevant laws shall
be applicable.

decided

delegation from federal courts, decision

those cases up on
of the Regional supreme court shall be

final

6. Procedural Laws
The substantive laws that are still effective
together with their respective procedures
including as well the appropriate laws

shall be applicable.
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PART THREE
JURISDICTION OF THE COURT

7. Jurisdiction of the State Supreme
Court

1. The state supreme court shall have first
instance jurisdiction over the following:-

a.  appellate  jurisdiction  over  the

judgments or decisions of state high
courts. Its decision is final.

b. The regional supreme courts shall
have appellate jurisdiction over decision
of the High court rendered in its first
instance jurisdiction as well as decision
of the high court rendered in its first
appellate jurisdiction in variation of the
decision of the woreda court.

c. The power to decide on a petition for a
change of venue from one high court to
another high court or to the supreme court
itself in accordance with the provision of
procedural laws.

d. The Supreme Court shall have the power
of cassation over any final court
decision on Regional matters which

contains  fundamental error of law.

2. A decision of the state supreme court
in pursuance of its federal jurisdiction
may be appeal able to Federal

Supreme Court



a7 18 U @890 hiLe NAL
N s «Ce 0T 2ANSTT 10
MA@ PEHT @RI° 22ANS T hQLAI°
NAD PaoAtT ALY (8¢ 0.0+
TOMH AGATONT 0974CN TOE
I. Phet%d «CL& Nt 587111 hAMY

b. her s «CL 01:-

U/ NG FhdC A NOTEN £7%-
272CT VT O0T he s qCe
0t A78.L 0T @ O FHLHG T 180T ¢

0 (boLole\ PavEavlf 25 €CL T
AANT A2C N7LOLES ND-ANG
0-am- 157 ¢

d/ AT AL ns hn PDLS FCE
0 @L AA P05 €CE 0T 0L9°
of. &0 ATRHOC N7LPCN T OB

oo/ K17 8L 074 W UAT 0L
hi.e  MAg  Pmi4% ®CL OLET
20NGT7 10 NAD Lot ALY
08¢ AL M@ FOMH APSONTOT

N7L+CN TPE AL Paofanlf  LLF

et OAMT  AA@-: PF9° NHWY
arPx 100 WTPR b/ b/ AS

[ao/aow il NTLPCN TEEDT AL

PoLOAM®: TOMH 2107 ALSLm-9°::

8. Jurisdiction of State High Courts
1. The high court shall have the following
jurisdiction over the following cases:

a. matters falling under the jurisdiction of
high courts pursuant to the civil and
criminal procedure codes and other laws,

b. Matters falling under the jurisdiction of
federal first instance court by delegation:

¢, Application for change of venue from
one woreada court to another woreda
court or to itself when both woreda courts
are under its supervision:

d, Application for an order when two or more
woreda court under its supervision claims
or disclaim jurisdiction over a case.

However, order given under sub Article

fc/ and (d) of this Article shall have

appellate jurisdiction over decision of

woreda court.
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2. The high shall  have

jurisdiction owver decision of woreda

court appellate
court.
this

Article include confirmed decisions of social

3. The provisions of sub-Article (2) of

court.
9. Jurisdiction of District courts.
With out prejudice to judicial power vested in
other organs by law, the woreda court shall
have jurisdiction over following cases:
1) Matters falling under the jurisdiction of
woreda court pursuant to the civil other laws:

2) Appellate jurisdiction over decisions of social

courts.
PART FOUR
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COURT
PRESIDENTS

10. Powers and duties ofthe President of the
Supreme Court.

The president of the Supreme Court shall be
accountable to the council and shall have the
following powers and duties:

1) Represent the regional judicial
Organ:

2) Prepare and submit to the council the work

plan and budget of the Supreme Court and

implement same upon approval;
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3) Place judges of the supreme court to
divisions and round divisions during the
annul leaves of the judges; administer

judges, registrars and defense attorneys.

4) Prepare agenda for the plenum of the
Supreme Court, determine participants,
call and preside over the meeting of the

plenum;

5) Prepare proposals of draft laws to be
submitted to the council;

6) submit annual report to the council
regarding the activities of the regional
court;

7) Cause the publication of the law
journal, and instructive judgments;

8) Employ, Administer and dismiss  court
personnel according to law;

9) Implement the subsidy budget allocated
by the federal Supreme Court for regional
courts exercising federal jurisdiction by
delegation.;

10) Works in cooperation with concerned

bodies to make the regions criminal
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justice administration more effective.

11) Perform such other duties entrusted to him by
law.

12) Facilitates situations for the judges and
employees to get further education and
training.

13) Facilitates ways for the improvement of
proper handling and wusage of judicial
documents.

11. Powers and Duties of the Vice-
President
The vice-president of the Supreme Court

shall be accountable the president and shall
have the following powers and duties:

1. Discharge duties to be assigned to him by the
president,

2. Acton behalf of the president in his absence
or when unable to exercise his powers and
duties. The vice president of the Supreme
Court shall be accountable to the

12. Powers and Duties of the

President of the High Court
The
accountable to the Zonal council and the

president of the high Court shall be

regional Supreme Court and shall have the
following powers and duties,

1) Represent the court and courts under its
supervision;

2) Prepare and submit to the zonal council the
work plan budget of the courts and
implement same upon approval;

3) Place the judges in to divisions and
round divisions during the annual leaves

of the judges; administer judges,

registrars and defense  attorneys;



A0 MA@ V7 oowlt PRCE k7

W AT LPTeLANT
ETBL AN LAGTNT AN
0 NARCE 0T P76 o775 093
®%  AMPAL  KCE Nk S7°CT
EPCAA:
T VC P eUr CCLTS

Hoo)

OCILP T AMPAL TN LANAT

i M oowit  PULAMTT  AAT
F0CT LhT@-GA::
If. P44 SCL b THNS7TF AAMTS
+20C
ML GCL T TIGNSTE Amérk

AT /0TS Aods 70T P

CCL 7 LONAA

o0t 20NN +04t
[X2BTNE
€ 95T NPT ek LLALAN NG

Phovl  ALET I AT TFHACT
STy Lav AN LENTL-CTY
P8 LA

[ A720N QA V7 ool PECE (k7
WetET  LPTLNT POTELLA
CAGNI AN

I PECeE MET APLS NCT AHDEF

ADL5 /0 CPCAAN N4 LI
T904-P LLECINT
an  «CL NPT Pe- 1S

o rHatan 093 @4 A0S
ADLAD: °/0T L7°CT PPCAA

4) Employ and administer court  personnel
according to law.

5) submit report to the Supreme Court and

council

zonal every six months and

statistical reports every three months
regarding its activities;

6) Send the
judgments and decisions to the Supreme

Court

selection of instructive

7) Perform such other duties entrusted to him
by law.

13. Powers and Duties of the  President of

the woreda court

The president of the woreda court shall be

accountable to the High court and shall

have the following powers and duties;

1. Represent the court
2. Place and assign judges in to  divisions
and administer judges and registrars.

3. Employ and administer court personnel

according to law.

4. Prepare and submit the courts work plan

and budget to the High court and

implement same upon approval.
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5. Submit report to the high court every six
months and statistics every three months
regarding its activities:

6. Perform such other duties entrusted to him by
law applications direct the same or respond
accordingly

14. Powers and duties of the
Registrar

1) Verity and direct cases according to the civil
and criminal procedure codes

2) Send court orders and decisions to  concerned
bodies

3) Receive and verity claims and

4) Execute decree or order when necessary

5) Coordinate and control court  personnel under
his supervision.

6) Perform other duties assigned to
chief.

15. Powers and duties of the defense

him by his

Attorney
The defense attorney shall have the
following powers and duties,
1) Five legal counseling service to and plead for
indigent defendants,
2) Plead or appeal his protest consulting the

accused on the court
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orders or decision and according to law.
3) Submit periodical reports to his chief,
4) Perform other duties assigned to him by his chief.

PART FIVE

16. Hierarchy of Courts
The hierarchy of courts in the Benishangul Gumuz
Regional state shall be

1. The Supreme Court
2. High court
3. District courts

17. Place of sittings

1. The Supreme Court shall hold its  hearings at the

capital city of the  Regional state.

2. High courts shall hold their
of their  respective zones

hearings at the cities
3. District courts shall hold their  hearings in their

respective district towns.

4. A court at any level may, where it finds necessary
for the efficient rendering of justice, hold circuit
hearings in any place or area with in its local

jurisdiction.
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18. The working Language of the
Courts

1. Pursuant to Article 6(1) of the  constitution of the
regional state, the working language of the courts
is Amharic which is the working language of the

Regional state.

2. The court shall provide an interpreter to a party who

does not understand the courts working language.

19. Court Divisions
1. Every court shall have civil and criminal divisions

as well as other divisions as may be necessary.

2. There shall sit a presiding and two other judges in

each supreme and high court.

3. Without prejudice the provisions of sub-Article (2)
of this Article, the following cases may be heard
by a division of the high court with one judge
sitting:-

a) Any order including bail,
b) Other cases specified under regulations to be
issued by the regional judicial administration

commission.
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4. The president and vice president of the Supreme
Court may preside over any division of the
Supreme Court while the president of the high
court may preside over any division of the
high court.

5. The presidents of high courts, or presiding judge or
their judges may working in place of Supreme

Court judge who is absent.

6. There shall be round division during the annual
leaves of the judges.

7. A woreda court judge or president may work in
place of missing high court judge.

8. Divisions of woreda courts shall preside over by

one judge.

20. Open Hearing

1. All cases shall be heard in open courts

2. Not with standing the provision of sub article (1)
here of and with out prejudice to procedural laws
relevant to adjudication cases may be head in

camera in consideration of

a) Public and state safety and security or
b) Public morality ordecency.
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22. Withdrawal of Judges

1. A judge may not sit in proceeding of case:

MFFhchC V7 AWILALITIO €420 OLF a) Where one of the parties or his  pleader is related
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2. As soon as he is ware of the circum stances under
sub-article (1) of his article, the concerned judge

shall with draw from the bench.
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3. Where the judge does not withdraw in accordance
with sub-article (2) of this article. The party in the
proceeding may file an application to that effect
before the case is opened for trial or as soon as he
is aware of the circumstances for making the
application.

4. The shall

application and render final decision which is not

remaining judge consider the
appeal able.

5. Where the application is not substantiated with
good cause, the judge may order the applicant to
pay a fine not exceeding birr 300(three hundred)

6. The cost of application made pursuant to this
article shall from part of the costs of the main
proceeding where the application is dismissed;
however, the costs shall be borne by the applicant
irrespective of the out come of the case.

23. Determination of Decision

1. Where the judges hold a hearing and where there
emerge difference in

reaching in reaching

decision, the view of the majority  shall find

applicability six

2. The minority view shall be entered in record.
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PART SIX
DIVISION WITH NOT LESS THAN FIVE
JUDGES

24. Hearings in Cassation

1. One cassation hearing division shall be established
in the region to consider submitters to it

2. A cassation hearing divisions is a division in which
not less than five and not more than seven
Supreme Court judges are nominated

25. Appeals submitted to cassation

Hearing Division

1. Where an Application is submitted by one of the
articles demanding that the final decision made by
the region supreme court be considered in
cassation and where the president of the Supreme
Court. On his own initiative or other wise,

directs this to cassation hearing in the belief that

there was a fundamental error of law in the
decision.

2. Or where three Supreme Court judges other than
those who gave the final verdict, after

consideration of the case, are  convinced that the

decision has afundamental error of law, he case

is referred to the cassation hearing division.
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3. The applicant for a hearing in cassation shall state
the reasons for alleging the decision to contain a
fundamental error of law.

4. The applicant shall together with his application
submit a copy of the decision protested of the
decisions of lower courts.

5. An application for a hearing in cassation shall be
made to the Benishangul Gumuz Regional state
Supreme Court within 90 days from the date on
which the final decision protested is rendered.

6. The decision of the cassation hearing division shall

be final.

PART SEVEN
Miscellaneous provisions
26 Independence of Courts

1) Regional courts at any level shall undertake
judicial activities in a manner free and
independent of any government department,
official orany other public body

2) Judge shall carry out their duties in full freedomand
they are accountable only to the Law.

27. Accountability

In the event of engaging in any activity out side
professional ethics, the judge given account of
this according to rules issued by judicial
administration commission.
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28. Respect for Decision and Orders
of Courts.

Any individual, organization or government bodies
have the obligation to respect the decisions and
orders issued by courts of the region.

29. Powers to Issue Regulations

The Supreme Court may rules and regulations
necessary for the proper implementation of this
proclamation.

30. Repealed and in Applicable Laws

1. Definition of powers and duties of the courts of the

Benishangul
4/1997 is here by repealed

. Any law, Regulations, directive or decision

Gumuz Region Proclamation No

inconsistent here with shall not apply with respect

to matters provided for under this

proclamation.

31. Effective date

This proclamation shall come in  to force on the
date of its publication on the Benishangul
Gumuz Lissane Hig Gazeta.

Done at Assosa, this 26" day of May 2006.
Yaregal Aysheshum Berhane

President of
The Benishangul Gumuz Regional state



